charter, and according to the usual custom, the managers of the Glasgow Royal Infirmary have now to submit to this general court of contributors and subscribers the annual report of their proceedings for the past year, which forms the Sixty-seventh Annual Report of the Infirmary:?
In thz first place, they will state the number of patients who were admitted for treatment in the different departments of the house, and who received medical aid and advice in the dispensary, and the numerical results as to recovery or death.
In the second place, they will relate the more important matters which have come under consideration during the past year; and?
In the third place, they will give a statement of the money received in behalf of the Institution, and of the amount and manner of its expenditure.
The number of patients remaining in the medical and surgical wards on the 31st December, 1860, was 268. The number admitted during the year was 3,383 ; so that the total number treated was 3,651. Of these, 3,394 have been treated to a conclusion; 3,097 have been dismissed cured, relieved, or from other causes; and 297 have died. The number remaining on the 31st December, 1861, was 257.
In the fever wards the number remaining on the 31st December, 1860, was 39. The number admitted during the year was 751; so that the total number treated was 790. Of these, 709 were treated to a conclusion; of whom 592 were dismissed cured, and 117 died. The number remaining on the 31st December, 1861, was 81.
In the whole Institution the number of patients remaining on the 31st December, 1860, was 307. The number admitted throughout the year was 4,134; so that the total number treated was 4,441. Of these, 4,103 were treated to a conclusion; 3,689 were dismissed cured, relieved, or from other causes; and 414 died. The number remaining on the 31st December, 1861, was 338.
The smallest number of patients in the medical and surgical wards on a single day was 188, on the 30th September. The largest number was 339, on the 12th May. The daily average number, as calculated for each month, was least in September, being 209 ; and greatest in March, being 309.
In the fever wards the smallest number of patients on a single day was 19, on the 10th September; and the largest was 82, on the 22nd December. The daily average number, as calculated for each month of the year, was least in September, being 24; and greatest in December, being 70. In the whole Institution the smallest number of patients on a single day was 215, on the 29th September; the greatest number was 392, on the 3rd of May. The number of children vaccinated during the year was 873; and the total number vaccinated in the Infirmary since 1858 has been 3,682?which is little short of 1,000 annually. The attention of the public to the importance of vaccination has been kept alive by placards posted through all the streets of the .Mty, and additional facilities have been afforded by giving two opportunities daily, at ten o'clock in the forenoon and at three in the afternoon. A large supply of lymph has been provided, free of charge, to practitioners, both in the city and the country. do .,   245  270  235  211  258  268  2659  2880  2712  2776  3149  3383  2904  3150  2947  2987  3407  3651  2396  2664  2508  2498  2884  3097  238  251  233  231  255  297  270  235  211  258  268  257  183  185  186  181  190   188   278  303  287  278  279  337  268  283  267  257  264   309   195  202  202  188 787  787  510  535  588  751  875  854  553  572  642  790  702  696  448  446  516  592  106  115  68  72  87   117   67  43  37  54  39  81  34   23   12  9  17   19   103   112   59  59  86  82  94  103  54   47   72   70   38  29  18  14  22  24 Though the number of fever cases continued to be very moderate in amount during the greater part of the past year, in the month of December a very decided increase took place, by which the average number of patients became twice as great as it had been during the preceding months. It is not unusual for such an increase of fever to manifest itself during the more inclement months; and though the number of cases exceeds that of the three preceding years, it is Bomewhat less than it was in 1856-57. These patients have been brought from all parts of the city, and some from country villages and districts. The want of employment, and distress consequent thereupon, has no doubt contributed to the recent increase of febrile disease; but it is to be hoped that this fertile source of disease may not be of long continuance; and the managers would take this opportunity of expressing their thankfulness to an all-merciful Providence for the long-continued immunity which this city has experienced from the ravages of epidemic fever, which in former years was so extensively prevalent. The next most important item in the income of the Infirmary consists of the contributions of the working classes?of those for whose benefit, when sick or injured, the Institution is chiefly intended. The continual increase in this part of the income, even in times of depression and difficulty, is, and must always oontinue to be, a source of the liveliest satisfaction to the managers. The sum received from the operatives employed in the various manufacturing establishments in the city and the mining districts of the neighbourhood, has amounted this year to ?2,295 3s. 7d., which is ?44 4s. 2d. more than last year, and ?251 more than the previous year. While in some cases the sum received from particular works has heen less than formerly, and in others, from the depressed state of trade, there has been no contribution at all, the increase in the number of contributors has been such as to make the total contributions higher than on any former occasion.
The sum contributed by the captains and crews of the Clyde steamers has been ?115 13s., which is ?2 3s. more than was received last year.
The total amount contributed by public works and steamers has been ?2,410
16s. 7d. Whatever may be the causes of this, it is to be hoped they will cease to operate during the year on which we are now entering. As it is, the annual subscriptions scarcely suffice to meet the current expenses of the Infirmary upon its present footing, and would be altogether inadequate to extend its usefulness, and raise it to that position in which the directors would wish to see it, and which the increasing population seems to call for. It is gratifying to observe that, notwithstanding a year distinguished by great depression of trade, there has to be reported an actual increase in the contributions from public works. The same feature has been noticed in the annual report of the Royal Infirmary, and says much for the working classes of this city and neighbourhood. Judging from the augury of the past, it is to be expected that if, in the mercy of God, the year on which we have entered be one of peace and prosperity, a very large increase in the contributions from the working classes will appear in next year's report. That Withal, and although now in a better condition than they ever were before, "the directors are compelled to look forward to the necessity, at no distant day, of providing other premises if the usefulness of the Infirmary is to be maintained and extended as it ought to be. Even now all the available accommodation of the house is appropriated to the patients, and in accomplishing this the convenience of the medical officers and attendants has been unduly abridged?a sacrihce on their part -which has been cheerfully submitted to. Still this ought not so to be, and the directors trust they may soon be enabled to provide accommodation suitable for the requirements of the Infirmary, in which the objects of the Institution, the accommodation of the patients, and the comfort of the officers alike, will be amply provided for. Before this so desirable result can be attained, however, a large amount of funds must be provided. Of the three women who died in hospital, one died from cerebral effusion, one from peritonitis, and one from typhoid fever. Of the six women who died out of hospital, two died from puerperal fever, two from exhaustion after post-partum haemorrhage, one from pneumonia, and one from exhaustion consequent on difficult and protracted parturition. In comparison with the report of last year, there has been an increase of forty-four in the total number of women who have participated in the benefits which the institution affords.
Of that number fifteen were admitted into the hospital, and twenty-nine received the necessary attendance at their own houses. The attending medical officers feel gratified at being able to give a most satisfactory report as to the healthy condition of the hospital during the past year. The contributors may remember the difficulty the directors experienced for many years, limited as they were in funds, in procuring hospital accommodation commensurate with the wants of the city and the school of medicine; and that after numerous negotiations regarding sites and buildings, they purchased the ground where the hospital now stands. There was a house upon it, which required to be greatly altered and a large addition built, forming the present hospital. It is now nearly two years since the hospital was opened for patients, and the directors are much gratified in being able to report that it has been found in all respects well adapted for the purposes of the institution. The rooms to the south, where patients are placed during their parturition, and for a few days afterwards, are all of a size to contain two or at the most three beds. Besides these there are three rooms with only one bed each, a larger or convalescent ward with six beds, and a most commodious operating room, which permits of the operations being performed quite apart from, and without the knowledge of, the patients, any prejudicial effect on their minds being thus prevented?a point of the greatest importance to women in their condition. Without indulging in any panegyric on one who was too bold in the assertion of his opinions to conciliate all with whom he came in contact, we may be allowed to express the deep sorrow which his premature loss has caused to those who knew him best; and that loss was not simply a personal one. For there are few members of our profession who from bent, from education, and from naturally high abilities, seemed more likely than Dr. M'Ghie to advance its interests and maintain its reputation in the field of literature. His tastes led him to cultivate assiduously and to excel in ethical science?a branch but too much neglected amongst us, and the one of all others which, if diligently studied and practically applied to medicine, would best serve to remove the reproach which clings to the progressive development of our art.
During the few years, too, of Dr. M'Ghie's medical career, he contributed very considerably to practical medicine; and his papers in this journal will attest that he was a shrewd observer and a scientific investigator. He invented the oiled paper which in surgical practice has in this city been substituted to a great extent for oiled silk; and he also discovered a simple and ingenious test for diabetic urine 
